Putnam County ® Tilly Focter Farm ® William T. Hornaday Project

Riparian-Foract
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Nuttinte from runoff ate ctoted in D
wood. Water and oxygen are releaced d
into the atmosphera.

Shade helpe fo moderate water temperature

e

Vegetation helpe clow and filter
curfaca runoff, encouraging
depocition and infiltration

Roote help to bind soil fogethar.

What are their Valuee?

Riparian buffers are establiched and managed fo reduce
the impact of adjacent land use. The decign of a buffer
cervee coveral important functione: it precervee the
ciream’s natural characterictice, profecte water quality,
and improveg habitat for plante and animalg on land and
in the water.

Overhanging riparian vegetation provides chada that keeps
cfreame cool and moderatec femperature fluctuation,
increacing the water’c ability to hold oxygen and cupport
life. The ctream flow clows around fallen treas and brancheg
in the cfream or rivetbed, creating favorable areac for fich.
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Riparian buffers provide valuable habitat for wildlife. In
addition to providing food, cover, and nesting sitec they
are an important corridor or travel way for a variety of
wildlife for movement between areac.

Riparian vegetation clowe floodwatere, thereby helping
to maintain ctable ctream banke and protect downetream
property. By clowing down stormwater runoff, the riparian
vegetation roof eyeteme keep the coil poroue which allowe
water fo coak into the ground and recharge groundwater
and frape cediment that builde efream banke and would
otherwige degrade our etreame and rivere.

What ic a Riparian Buffer?

’ The term riparian buffer ic used fo desctibe lande
adjacent to ctreame whete vegetation ic strongly
influenced by the precence of water. They are offen

+ thin linec of green containing native gracces, flowere,

chrube and freee that line the ctream banke. They are

alco called vegetated buffer zones. A healthy riparian
areq i¢ evidence of wige land uce management.
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Loce of Riparian Arese:

Degraded riparian buffere reduce water quality valueg; reduce
wildlife and fich populatione, cauce cerioue property damage
(bank erosion) and lose of valuable agricultural lande. Removal
of riparian vegetation reculte in increaced water temperaturee
and decreaced diccolved oxygen. The lose of chade expoges
coile to drying out by the wind and cunlight and reducee the
water ctorage capacity of the riparian area. Loge of riparian
vegetation alco causee ctreambank erocion which conttibutes
to cedimentation and leads to a wide challow ctream with little
habitat value. Thege factore recult in gignificant reductiong in
aquatic efream life.

Rectoring and Managing
Riparian Buffere:

Rehabilitating riparian buffers ic ecgential fo rectoring natural
cfream functione and aquatic habitate. There are many economic
benefite derived from increaced riparian habitat, channel
ctabilization, improved water quality, improved wildlife and fich
populationg, improvad aecthatice, and other aceociated valuee.
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Qtams and branches reduce
the energy of flowing water
while aleo providing food N\,

and habitat sfructure. > \\

Practicec to ‘Avoid:

Qtraightening sactione of etreame.

Recommended Riparian
Management Practicoc:

Protect or ectablich native chrubg, freeg, or other vegetation
along ctreame to help prevent bank erocion, trap cediment and
filter other pollutante.

Manage livectock grazing by fencing them out of the

Removing cfreameide chrube, treee, and other vegetation. "
£ d J  and & riparian areac.

Farming up to the edge of a sfream.
Plan developmente, forestry activities and other and disturbing.

Allowing livectock accece fo the riparian area. - ko
activitiec fo protect riparian areac.

Operating heavy equipment in the riparian area.
Sponcored by Putnam County Parke and Putnam County Soil & Water Conservation Distriet

The William T. Hornaday Awarde are for distinguiched service in natural resoutces congetvation.
The William T. Hornaday Award candidate, Mathew Reed, Eagle Seout, is being presented with thic award by the program that wae ereated to recognize those that have made
cignificant contributions to concervation. It wac begun in 1914 by Dr. William T. Hornaday, director of the New York Zoological Park and founder of the National Zoo in
Waghington, D.C. Dr. Hornaday wac an active and outepoken champion of natural recource consetvation and a leader in caving the American bison from extinetion. He named
the award the Wildlife Protection Medal. lte purpose wae to challenge Americane to work constructively for wildlife conservation and habitat protection. After hie death in 1937,
the award wag renamed in Dr. Hornaday’c honor and became a Boy Scoute of America award.




