UAV Flight Operations for
Mapping

Precision. Accuracy. Reliability
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AGENDA

Part One:
Why is Mapping different?

Part Two:
What about accuracy and precision?

Part Three:
What is the Workflow?

Part Four:
What do the results look like?



VISION

There are known knowns. These are things
we know we know.

There are known unknowns . That is to say,
there are things that we know we don't know.

But there are also unknown unknowns .
These are the things we don't know we
don't know.

Donald Rumsfeld
(Former) Secretary of State
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AMost vendors focus on the promise of
automation.
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THERE IS NO EASY BUTTON
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DATA' QUALITYAIRIANGLE

Ensure data quality by
adapting existing
standards and best
practices
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United States National Map Accuracy Standards

With a view to the utmost economy and expedition in producing maps which fulfill not only
the broad needs for standard or principal maps, but also the reasonable particular needs of individual
agencies, standards of accuracy for published maps are defined as follows:

1. Horizontal accuracy. For maps on publication scales larger than 1:20,000, not more than 10
percent of the points tested shall be in error by more than 1/30 nch, measured on the publication
scale; for maps on publication scales of 1:20,000 or smaller, 1/50 inch. These limits of accuracy
shall apply in all cases to positions of well-defined points only. Well-defined points are those that
are easily visible or recoverable on the ground, such as the following: momments or markers,
such as bench marks, property boundary monuments; intersections of roads, railroads, efc.
comers of of structures (or center points of small buildings); etc. In what
1s well defined will be determined by what is plottable on the scale of the map within 1/100 inch.
Thus while the intersection of two road or property lines meeting at right angles would come
within a sensible interpretation, identification of the ntersection of such lines meeting at an acute
angle would obvicusly not be practicable within 1/100 inch. Similarly, features not identifiahle

upon the ground within close limits are not to be considered as fest p|
timber lines, soil boundaries, etc.

2. Vertical accuracy, as applied to contour maps on all publication scales|
more than 10 percent of the elevations tested shall be in emor more thal
interval. Inchecking elevations taken from the map, the apparent vertical
by assuming a herizontal displacement within the permissible horizontal|
scale.

3. The accuracy of any map may be tested by comparing the positions of |
ordmtmumslnwnuponﬂwﬂhmneqmﬂmgpomﬂomasdﬁm
accuracy. Tests shall be made by the producing agency, which shall alsof
maps are to be tested, and the extent of the testing.

4. Published maps meeting these accuracy requirements shall note this 4
follows: “llnsmqmomqllesmﬂlNatmmlMapmcmcySmﬂards
5. Published maps whose errors exceed those aforestated shall omt

mention of standard accuracy.

6. When a published map is a considerable enlargement of a map drawi]

Issued June 10, 194]
Revised April 26, 1943
Revised June 17, 1947

published map, that fact shall be stated in the legend. For example, “This meprmrmr
ofal: Zﬂﬂm-sta]gmaphwmg, of “This map is an enlargement ofa 1:24 Dﬂl}-scdﬂpulﬂmhed

map.”

7. To facilitate ready micn:]ulge and use of basic information for map construction among
all Federal agencies, mannscript maps and published maps, wherever economically
feasible and consistent with the uses to which the map is to be put, shall conform to latitude and
lmglhxhbmmdmbmglimmhsofhmieandlmgmxh or 7.5 mimutes, or 3-3/4 mimutes
in size.

U.5. BUREAU OF THE BUDGET

Esuod Juna 10, 1941
Ravised April 26, 1943
Ravised June 17, 1947




Standards

NSSDA and NMAS
NMAS 1947

u Paper Map produced at a certain scale
u Not appropriate to use for digital data
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are still WIDELY used

NSSDA 1998

u Applies to raster, point or vector data

S ) N St G o 1 ] 0 B e ol = e e O o (855 T s S5 el o s d
u Reference must be 3x more accurate

u RMSE/s 95% Accuracy




Standards

More Recent (relevant) History

2003 FEMA Appendix A: Guidance for Aerial Mapping and Surveying of the
~ Guidelines and Specifications for Flood Hazard Mapping Partners

2004 NDEP Guidelines for Digital Elevation Data
2004 ASPRS Guidelines: Vertical Accuracy Reporting for LIDAR
2009 USGS Base Lidar Specification for projects funded under ARRA

2010 Procedure Memorandum No. 610 Standards for Lidar and Other High
Quiality Digital Topography

2012 USGS LIDAR Base Specification Version 1.0 (NGP)

2012 USGS National Enhanced Elevation Data Assessment

2014 ASPRS Accuracy Standards for Digital Geospatial Data




Standards

NSSDAs NMAS

u NMAS Contour Interval = 3.2898*RMSE(z)
u NMAS Contour Interval = Accuracy(z)/0.5958
Note that Accuracy ( z) is based on 95% CI, a statistical calculation.

NMAS Required Accuracy
Equivalent NSSDA NSSDA for Reference Data
Contour RMSE(z) Accuracy(z) for
Interval (in feet) "Tested to Meet"

0.5 0.15 ft or 4.60 cm 0.30ft or 9.10 cm 0.10 ft

1 030ftor9.25cm 0.60 ftor 18.2cm 0.20 ft

2 0.61 ft or 18.5cm 1.19 ft or 36.3 cm 0.40 ft

4 1.22 ftor37.0cm 2.38ftor72.6 cm 0.79 ft

5 1.52 ftor46.3 cm 2.98 ft or 90.8 cm 0.99 ft

10 3.04 ftor 92.7 cm 5.96 ft or 181.6 cm 1.98 ft

The fourth column in this table refers to the NSSDA Accuracy required for
Reference Data or Checkpoints to be used in assessingdata Accuracy




Standards

TABLE B.8 VERTICAL AccURACY OF THE NEwW ASPRS 2014 STANDARD
COMPARED WITH LEGACY STANDARDS

Equivalent
Equivalent Class 2 Equivalent
Vertical Class 1 contour contour contour
Accuracy RMSE, interval per interval per interval
Class Non-Vegetated | ASPRS 1990 | ASPRS 1990 | per NMAS
(cm) (cm) (cm) (cm)
l-cm 1.0 3.0 1.5 3.29
2.5-cm 2.5 7.5 3.8 §.22
S-cm 5.0 15.0 7.5 16.45
10-cm 10.0 30.0 15.0 32.90
15-cm 15.0 45.0 22.5 49.35
20-cm 20.0 60.0 30.0 65.80
33.3-cm 333 99.9 50.0 109.55
66.7-cm 66.7 200.1 100.1 219.43
100-cm 100.0 300.0 150.0 328.98
333.3-cm 3333 999.9 500.0 1096.49




Standards

Surface Modeling from Point Clouds

u FEMA NPS should be equal to or less than the DEM post spacing
(resolution) required

u 1-meter DEM for 1ft contours
u 2-meter DEM for 2ft contours
u 5-meter DEM for 5ft contours

u 0.7 NPS-> 1m DEM-> 1ft contours (QL 2)
u 1.4 NPS->2m DEM-> 2 ft contours (QL 3)

Note: Higher density data may still fail vertical RMSE test
Lower density data may meet higher accuracy tests.

Accuracy is tested from a sample of points against the surface model,
regardless of the point cloud density



Standards




